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Not just victims: Darfuri women say, “We're ready to lead towards peace.”

Addis Ababa — 25/01/2008Women from Darfur and across Africa met this wéelkcraft a plan of
action for peace in the conflict-torn Darfur regioh Sudan. As talks are set to continue between
combatant factions and the government of Sudan, girestion of participation of civil society
organisations in Darfur remains open, and the Afri?vomen’s Consultation on Darfur is a first step i
an effort to ensure that Darfuri women’s voiceslaard.

Since conflict broke out in Darfur in 2002, womeawvh been systematically targeted for sexual vi@enc
while domestic violence has also increased astimadi social structures have broken down during
displacement and long confinements in refugee canvet the women leaders assembled in Addis this
week agreed that Darfuri women cannot be considenddas symbols of victimization, but rather must
have an active role in all aspects of the peacegs

“It is important that all those involved in the pegrocess understand that the women of Darfur, maany
whom have been victims of violence, are also strmmmgmunity leaders who are ready to help negotiate
an equitable peace settlement and without whonsttiuetures of Darfuri society cannot be rebuilgids

Ms Sidiga Washi, Babiker Badri Scientific Assoaatifor Women Studies in Sudan.

The women also agreed that their participation oafoe token. Those chosen to represent Darfuri
women’s interests in the peace process must ben give resources, advice, and support to sustain
dialogue with their constituencies as well as toigete the peace process mechanisms.

The African Women'’s Consultation on Darfur is oratpof a larger initiative facilitated by the Geaev
based Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS) to ensure woawively participate in resolving the conflict in
Darfur, following a September 2007 fact-finding s led by Nobel peace prize winner Mary
Robinson.

“We are here to support our sisters from Darfur ahdre our own experiences in successfully bringing
peace to other African conflicts. We will contintee support them through their struggle to be equal
participants in peace negotiations, and | urgepthece negotiators, the participants, andrternational
community to ensure that the women of Darfur héaeresources they need to represent their intesiests
the table,” said Ms Marie Louise Baricako, Chairvamof Femmes Africa Solidarite.
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Angelique Kidjo, who also participated in the féiciding mission, warmly endorsed the conference,
stating: "After my trip to the border of Chad andrfdir last September | realise that, in this cahflihere

is one voice that never seems to be heard: thewadithe women. All the testimonies of the womenet
there have touched me deeply. They told me theirest but they also pointed out that they don'ttwan

be seen just as victims: they want to be activehennegotiations and in the resolution of the confl
Women's involvement for peace in Liberia and Siéeane has shown the way. The same thing has to
happen in Darfur and | hope the Conference wilieahthis goal.”

The African Women'’s consultation on Darfur was migad in the margins of the LGfrican Union
Summit, with the support of the African Center @&ender and social development of the United Nations
Economic commission for Africa (ECA), the Women, n@er and Development Directorate of the
African Union Commission and the UK DFID.
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