Drparimer for
AL pon Lams]
Deszlepmrel

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Addis Ababa, 24 January, 2008
CONTACT :
Moussa Diop
Femmes Africa Solidarité
communicationdk@fasngo.org
+251 091 1361385

Women from Darfur at the African Union

On the margins of the T0African Union (AU) Summit in Addis Ababa, Ethiopian 24 and 25 January
2008, nearly sixty women from Darfur will speak abtheir living conditions and the violence thegda
since the beginning of the conflict.

With the support of other African women and inteior@al experts, women from Darfur will draft a Plan
of Action for Peace to present to decision-makarSudan, the AU, the United Nations (UN) and its
Committee on the Status of Women, the UN Human Ri@louncil and the UN Security Council and its
Resolution 1325 (2000).

According to several international reports, tenthousands of women in Darfur have been displaoed a
separated from their children, their husband, tifenily, their house and driven far away from their
region. Since the beginning of the conflict, wonreDarfur have been raped and killedmasse.

Information continues to stream in on how womenmfreefugee camps are systematically raped when
they leave the camps to fetch water, firewood @robal. Of all the conflicts in the world today,nmeo
seems to have as devastating an effect on womine ame in Darfur, and an end to the violence tsmo
sight.

The meeting between Darfuri women and their sisterdddis Ababa will also allow the victims of
conflicts from other regions of Africa to shareithexperiences and place a special focus on thdegen
aspect of the Plan of Action for Peace.

While few women were involved, the Darfur peaceoagds include some commitments vis-a-vis gender
equality, the participation of women in the peaoecpss, and the rights of women in general, buthmuc
remains to be done.

Initiated by Femmes Africa Solidarité, within theafework of its 11th AU Pre-Summit Consultative
Meeting of theGender is My Agenda Campaign network of NGOs, and in collaboration with the i&ém
Centre for Gender and Social Development of theBdNnomic Commission for Africa and the African
Women Gender and Development Directorate, thisdaypconsultation will also allow African women’s
lobbies to harmonise their strategies in ordentegrate gender into the peace process in Sudan.
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