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INFORMATION NOTE

Charles Taylor's trial begins in The Hague

Charles Taylor, the former president of Liberia,svesent from the opening of his trial which is
being conducted in The Hague by the Special CaurtSierra Leone. He is accused of murder,
rape, mutilation and the recruitment of child setdi during the civil war which engulfed Sierra
Leone for a decade in the 1990’s. Mr Taylor hasgiéel not guilty to all the charges. In a statement
read by his lawyer he accused the court of beilfparade’ and stated he would not appear before
it until ‘adequate time and facilities are provideBemmes Africa Solidarité (FAS) remains
committed to the pursuit of justice against pegtens of war crimes and supports all attempts to
ensure that violators of women's human rights alig investigated and prosecuted.

Of the 11 charges My Taylor faces, two of them teelgpecifically to crimes against humanity
committed against women — they are rape and setaaéry, including other forms of sexual
violence. The other charges he faces include dd¢esrorism, violence to life, in particular murder
pillage, and the use of children under the age50&4 soldiers. The prosecutors hope to prove that
Mr Taylor assisted, condoned and ordered theseestilny revealing the linkage between him and
the forces that directly committed them. The praosas allege that Mr Taylor financed the
Revolutionary United Front (RUF), by selling diangdsnon their behalf, and provided them with
soldiers, ammunition and training during their débe. The RUF was notorious for its brutal
tactics, in particular its practice of hacking dffe hands and legs of civilians. Indeed, FAS
members witnessed the impact of these acts whenwisded camps in Sierra Leone and met
people who had been victims of mutilation and rape.

Charles Taylor was a prominent warlord in Libeli@otughout the early 1990's. It is alleged he
became involved in the civil war in Sierra Leone aupported the rebel groups so that he could
gain access to the diamond mines and have a fyiggmllernment in Freetown. He was elected
President of Liberia in 1997 and remained in powmsil 2003 when an arrest warrant was issued,
after which he fled and sought exile in Nigeria. &dlEllen Johnson Sirleaf was elected President
of Liberia in 2006, she requested Mr Taylor's edifian back to Liberia. On ?5March 2006 the
Nigerian government stated that Liberia was freeditect him, although he disappeared before he
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could be taken into custody. After his recapturgeNa repatriated him to Liberia where he was
handed to the UN and transported to Freetown tat .

The Special Court initially began its work in Fr@eh, but has since been moved to the premises of
the ICC in The Hague in order to minimize the pa&runrest and instability it could stir up in
West Africa. The Dutch government allowed it to daklace in the Netherlands on the
understanding that Mr Taylor would be imprisoneskelhere, if he is found guilty and Britain has
offered to take him in these circumstances.

The Special Court for Sierra Leone, which was distaéd in January 2002, was approved by the
UN and the government of Sierra Leone but does awohe under the jurisdiction of the
International Criminal Court (ICC). A total of elew people have been indicted and only one,
Johnny Paul Koroma, remains to be handed overet@€thurt. Two other indictments were dropped
after the deaths of the accused. Those who have ibhdeted were leaders of the Civil Defence
Forces (CDF), the Revolutionary United Front (RWF)Xhe Armed Forces Revolutionary Council
(AFRC).

FAS is an international women’s organisation witle ECOSOC Consultative Status working to empovigcah
women to assume a leadership role in peace building conflict resolution. FAS programmes operasénty in war-
torn countries such as the Mano River and the Gtedtes regions. FAS also works closely with Afrisab-regional
and regional organs such as ECOWAS and the Afridaion to ensure greater involvement of women inisil@e-

making processes for peace and development.

Please Contact the FAS Office for more information

MEDIA CONTACT:
Catherine Cowley

Femmes Africa Solidarité
Geneva, Switzerland
communication@fasngo.org

.

Régional Office
Immeuble Rose,

Stele Mermoz appt. 31C
BP 45077 Fann

Dakar, Senegal

Tel: (+221) 860 20 48
Fax: (+221) 860 20 47

Email: infodk@fasngo.org

International Secretariat
8, Rue du Vieux-Billard,
P.O. Box 5037,
CH-1211

Geneva, Switzerland
Tel: (+41) 22 328 80 50
Fax: (+41) 22 328 80 52

Email: info@fasngo.org

Office in New York

Church Center,

777 United Nations Plaza,5th Floor
New York 10017-3521

New York, USA

Tel: (+1212)687-1369

Fax: (+1212)661-4188

Email : infony@fasngo.org



