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Dear FAS Members, Networks and Friends,  
 

Since its inception in 1996, FAS has worked to strengthen and promote the leading role of women in the 

prevention and resolution of conflicts on the African continent. In last three months, a number of events 

were organized by FAS, such as the 15th Pre-summit Consultative Meeting on Gender Mainstreaming in 

AU, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. In the coming month, we are organizing several events, such as the side 

event during the 13th HRC -- ñWomen in the DRCò, and African Gender Forum Award Ceremony in 

Dakar, Senegal. We would like to share our activities with you in this latest issue of FASô Newsletter. 
 
Yours in solidarity,  
 
Bineta Diop, Executive Director  

 
FAS HAS BEEN GRANTED ECOSOC GENERAL 

STATUS  
On 29th of January, 2010, the Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) recommended 

the reclassification of Femmes Africa Solidarité from special to general status in the Economic and Social 

Council (ECOSOC). The general status will allow FAS to address meetings and propose agenda items. 

Since being granted back in 2000 with the ECOSOC Special  Status now in 2010 FAS has been granted 

the ECOSCO General Status and  will continue to work in collaboration with African womenôs organiza-

tions across all levels to empower African women to bring their unique perspective in politics and peace 

issues. 

 
15TH  PRE -SUMMIT 
CONSULTATION 

MEETING  
The 15th Pre-Summit Consultative Meet-

ing on Gender Mainstreaming in the Af-

rican Union took place at the Economic 

Commission for Africa (UNECA) Confer-

ence Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

from 21st-22nd January, 2010. The meet-

ing was organized by the Gender is my 

Agenda Campaign (GIMAC) network and 

coordinated by Femmes Africa Solidarité 

(FAS), in partnership with  the Government of Finland, AWDF, OSI and DFID. The overriding purpose 

of the meeting was to discuss the changing environment at the regional and international level and 

elaborate a new paradigm in the work of CSOs advocating for effective gender parity policies and prac-

tice.  The following  issues were discussed in the meeting:  Information and Communication Technolo-

gies in Africa, Beijing + 15 review, launching of the Shadow report on the implementation of the SDGEA,  

Women's Reproductive rights, AU decision to institute 2010 -2020 as the  ñDecade for African Womenò, 

including the Caravan across East African ñFrom the Womb to the Tombò, mobilizing the youth and 

women's grassroots,  as well as advocacy work around the AU heads of states and government summit. 

The Key outcome document of the meeting appreciated the willingness of the Heads of State and Govern-

ments to continuously improve the livelihood of African citizens through various landmark initiatives, 

policies and programmes at the continental, regional and national levels; and recalled the commitments 

of the AU Heads of State and Government to gender equality and womenôs empowerment. 


